
Dear FCC,
RE:  Media Ownership Policy Reexamination
I live in Berthoud, Colorado, which is a small town between
Boulder and Fort Collins.
I strongly oppose loosening ownership restrictions, for the following
reasons:
(1) Unlike other industries, the broadcast industry can
never be an "open market", because the bandwidth, which belongs
to the people by law, is finate and limited.
(2) Since the available bandwidth is limited, this market will
always remain a regulated monopoly, with the FCC's primary mission
to manage these regulations in the interest of all people.
(3) My experience with the prior relaxation of radio ownership
standards has resulted in less diversity of broadcast choice in
Northern Colorado, and less responsiveness from local broadcasters
in serving the public interest.  All of my prior favorite stations,
notably KTCL, Ft. Collins, and KBCO, Boulder have been purchased
by the same corporate owner (Clear Channel/Jacor).  Now these
stations serve the same more profitable market segment to which
I do not belong.  It is so bad here, that I seldom listen to the
radio at all.  Clear Channel has already shown that it will use
it's broadcasting clout to extort unfair ticketing and performance
contract terms from other parties.
(4) As a result of the FCC's failure to properly regulate the radio
industry, the public is not being served in Northern Colorado.
There was once a time when stations solicited public opinion,
and tried to serve the public good, because their license renewal
depended upon it.  Here in Northern Colorado, the media does
not even pretend to be interested in serving the public good,
but only in pursuing higher profits.
(5) The broadcast media is entitled to make a profit, but since
they earn their profit in a regulated monopoly, the FCC must
ensure the they must serv the public with the public-owned bandwidth
that they are licenced to use.  In my experience, when a few
people or corporations own most of the stations, they only serve
their own interest.  If these same companies are then allowed to
own newspapers as well, the situation will only get worse.

        Sincerely,
        Russell B. Josephson
        1217 N Aspen Dr.
        Berthoud, Colorado
        80513-1040
        USA
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